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Abstract 
The aim of the current study is Comparison of   attachment styles and personality dimensions in women who are victim of family 
violence and ordinary women. The approach is causal-comparative. Statistic population of the research included all women who 
referred to Tabriz family court as violence victims during year 2010. Descriptive statistic tests, CHI-SQUARE tests and 
multivariate analysis of variance were applied to data analysis. Results proved a significant difference between ordinary women 
and those of violence victim in all personality dimensions. In conclusion the account of an insecure type of attachment style in 
women who suffered from violence not only caused a cold relationship but also lowered devotion and commitment level and 
ultimately occurred a malformed type of behaviour as violence. Women those of suffered from violence with a high neurosis 
potential, low amiability level, lack of flexibility and low level of extravagancy cause a poor matrimony and create circumstance 
for family violence with constant arguments.   
Keywords: Violence victim women; Attachment styles; Five prominent personality factors 
1.Introduction 
Violence effects all aspects of conversational, behavioural and dynamic of individual who are exposed to violence 
(Camble, 1995 ; quoted by Mohammadkhani, Azadmehr & Mottaqi 2010). Violence can outbreak as sexual 
harassment, corporal harassment and psychological (Krog, Dalberg, Merci, Zoy & Lazaru, 2002). Whereas 
matrimony violence is one of the most important types of violence and given to its critical consequences like severe 
dysfunction and even death. It is not deemed the way it should have (Zand 2008). Its psychological and social 
complexities have not completely been recognized yet (Mohammadkhani, Rezayi doqahe, Forozan, Azadmehr & 
Jafari 2007). The rate of violence over women in all countries around the world even developed ones that passes 
tough rules to prohibit it, is both high and worrying (Hidi, Naigreen, Mc Innerni & Cline, 2004). Depression, 
substantiate and drug abuse, the feeling of inefficiency, lack of self-respect, irritability and anxiety disorders 
specially after an accident, self annihilation behaviour and finally decision to suicide are the mental processions of 
violence (Flury & Nyberg). 
Violence against the women in the family mostly depends on three factors: 
1- Individual characters of men and women 
2- Cultural norms and the relevant values to family 
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3- Family and society organization 
There seems a lot of elements that are effective to continuously soar family violence level such as personality 
dimensions and attachment styles of the victims. In this matter, Stess (1991) based on individually control 
(personality dimensions) and experimental plot reported that there is an essential need to control the most prominent 
anticipator of the psychological aggression at commitment or being the victim of violence. Shekarkon et al (2006) 
declared that couples who asked for divorce owing to lack of matrimony satisfaction owned a higher anxiety 
attachment variable and avoidant attachment variable than ordinary couples. Additionally, all personality variables 
(nervousness, extravagancy, being outgoing, settlement and conscientiousness) in couples asking for divorce were 
higher than in control group. In a research aiming to the relationship between attachment and settlement of argument 
and matrimony satisfaction, that was implemented out of Iran, it was concluded that there is a positive correlation 
between matrimony satisfaction and safety of attachment ( Fini,1992 quoted by Hamidi, 2007). In the research of 
Eydi & Khanjani (2006) aiming to matrimony satisfaction at different attachment styles, it was reported that there is 
difference among variant attachment styles in terms of matrimony satisfaction level.  In the mentioned research it 
was shown that the lowest level of satisfaction belonged to couples in which one of them had avoidant attachment 
and another one had bilateral attachment. All above mentioned evidences profusely prove that attachment styles and 
personality variables impact on shortage of matrimony satisfaction. Therefore, the current study tries to gather 
attentions to personality elements towards answering this question: is there a significant difference between 
personality characters and attachment styles in women who suffer from family violence and those are ordinary. 
 
2. Method 
 
The current research plot is called exposit facto causal-comparative. Statistic population of the research includes all 
women who referred to Tabriz family court due to family violence in 2011. A population consisted of fifty annoyed 
women by violence was selected among them that gained high marks in the test. 
 
2.1. Materials 
  
Spouse annoyance questionnaire form contains 44 clauses. 20 clauses are related to sentimental misbehaviour, 10 
clauses are related to corporal misbehaviour and 14 clauses are related to sexual misbehaviour. The validity of the 
questionnaire form is confirmed by clinical psychology institute masters of Tehran psychiatry centre. 
Hazzen & Shour adult attachment styles questionnaire (New version 1993): this questionnaire assesses the adult 
attachment and contains some descriptive sentences. The questionnaire is calibrated at seven degrees based on 
Likret type who is supposed to answer those 
questions, should choose one of those seven degrees. Therefore, it determines the conformity level of the person and 
those descriptive sentences. 
Personality quintuple character assessment questionnaire (NEO) is one of those that are related to evaluation of 
personality formation based on general analysis approach. This test is deemed as a thorough model built on reason 
analysis due to reflection of five main elements. Its wide usefulness in assessment of healthy individuals and also in 
clinical cases can play an important role as an efficient personality assessment. 
 
2.2. Statistical analysis method: 
Multivariate analysis of variance (MANOVA) method was used in current study to judge all hypotheses and 
research questions. LSD post hoc test was also used for two by two comparisons of averages. 
 
3.Results 
 
Chi-square test was used in order to assess hypotheses. Results are presented in Table 1. 
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Table 1. Chi-square test for comparison of attachment styles between annoyed women and ordinary women 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The value of chi-square states that difference of attachment distribution between two groups is significant (CHI-
SQUARE = 61.009; df = 2; p = 0.001). It means that annoyed women are more avoidant than ordinary ones and 
those of ordinary are more secure that annoyed ones. Regarding to research questions, multivariate analysis of 
variance (MANOVA) was used to assess the significance of questions and results are shown in following table 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As shown in Table 2 level of significance or Lambda vilks (p = 0.001, F = 0.113) verifies the usefulness of 
MANOVA. The results show a significant difference in personality dimensions between two groups considering at 
least one of the variables. Etta square ( it is in fact the correlation coefficient of independent variables and group 
membership) declares that difference between independent variables, on the whole, is significant and its value 
equals to 88 percent. This amount means 88 percent of variance is related to the difference between two groups 
given to independent variables effect. 
 
Table 3: The result significance test of multivariate analysis of variance (MANOVA) in personality dimensions between two groups 
Attachment Group N 
Observed 
N 
expected 
Residual Chi-
square 
Degree of 
freedom 
Significance    
Secure Annoyed 
women 
N<5 N<5 N<5       
 Ordinary 
women 
7.2 4 17.5       
Avoidant Annoyed 
women 
6.8 3.8 16.5 61.009   2                       0.001    
 Ordinary 
women 
N<5 N<5 N<5       
Bilateral Annoyed 
women 
0.5 0.3 1       
 Ordinary 
women 
-0.5 -0.3 -1       
 Type of 
test 
value F Df of 
hypothesis 
Df of error P Etta 
square 
 
Group Lambda 
vilks 
0.113 147.35 5 94 0.001 0.887  
         
Table 2 level of significance or Lambda vilks, verifies the usefulness of Manova 
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 independent variable Ss Df MS F p 
Group Extravagancy 26601.61 1 26601.61 162.25 0.100 
 Neurosis 61702.56 1 61702.56 280.60 0.100 
 Amiability 51619.84 1 51619.84 238.95 0.100 
 Conscientiousness  89460.81 1 89460.81 161.23 0.100 
 Flexibility 67340.25 1 67340.25 248.85 0.100 
Error Extravagancy 16067.38 98 163.95   
 Neurosis 21549.40 98 219.89   
 Amiability 21170.16 98 216.022   
 Conscientiousness  54373.70 98 554.83   
 Flexibility 26518.50 98 270.59   
Total Extravagancy 1134903 100    
 Neurosis 723572 100    
 Amiability 1363286 100    
 Conscientiousness  1244865 100    
 Flexibility 1145509 100    
 
Table 3 represents results of MANOVA of personality dimensions between two groups of annoyed women and 
those of ordinary. The average difference of two groups in extravagancy (F= 162.25), Neurosis (F= 280.60), 
Amiability (F= 238.95), Conscientiousness (F= 161.23) and Flexibility (F= 248.85) is significant (p= 0.001). 
Regarding the average amount of personality dimensions between two groups, annoyed women take a higher 
position that ordinary ones and difference between these two groups is significant in this point of view. In the other 
elements, as shown in the table above ordinary women have a better situation in comparison to annoyed women. 
 
Table 4. Two by two comparisons of five essential factors of personality between two groups using LSD post hoc test 
 
Independent variable  
group 
Extravagancy  Neurosis  Amiability Conscientiousness Flexibility 
I-J -32.62 49.68 -45.44 -59.82 -51.90 
J-I 32.62 -49.68 45.44 59.82 51.90 
      
 
I= Annoyed women, J= Ordinary women 
As shown in Tab 4 there is significant difference between annoyed women and those of ordinary in personality 
dimensions point of view. This difference is in favour of ordinary women in all factors other than neurosis. 
 
4. Discussion and conclusion 
 
First hypothesis claimed that women who suffered from family violence owned lower marks given to secure 
attachment style than ordinary women. Considering that only 4 % (2 women) of annoyed women get stuck in secure 
attachment style and 74 % of ordinary women own secure attachment style and also regarding to CHI-SQUARE test 
(CHI-SQUARE = 61.009; df = 2; p = 0.001), it is determined that difference between two groups is significant. 
Therefore first is accepted. Second hypothesis claimed that annoyed women owned higher marks given to insecure 
avoidant attachment style than ordinary women. Regarding to data and also analysis of them, it was concluded that 
70 % (35 women) of annoyed women are stricken by avoidant attachment style while only 4 % of ordinary women 
were avoidant attached. Additionally, owing to CHI-SQUARE test (CHI-SQUARE = 61.009; df = 2; p = 0.001), 
difference between two groups is significant. Thus, second hypothesis became verified as well. Third hypothesis 
also claimed that annoyed women that suffered from family violence obtained higher marks in bilateral-anxious 
insecure attachment style than ordinary ones. 26 % (13 women) of annoyed women got stuck in bilateral-anxious 
insecure attachment. 22 % (11 women) of ordinary women, in the current study were bilateral-anxious insecure 
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attachment, as well. Considering to CHI-SQUARE test (CHI-SQUARE = 61.009; df = 2; p = 0.001), it is concluded 
that annoyed women got higher marks than ordinary ones in this case. Then, the third hypothesis was confirmed. 
The achieved results agree with the results of Eydi & Khanjani (2006), Ramezani etal (2007), Fini & Noler (1990) 
quoted by Besharat, Golinejad & Ahmadi 2003), Mikolinser & Shower (2005), Hazen & Shower (1987), Stuber 
(2005), Sympson etal (1998) and Hamidi (2007). The MANOVA also states that the average value of annoyed 
women in the matter of extravagancy was lower than ordinary women. The difference among the average value of 
extravagancy, flexibility, amiability and conscientiousness between two groups became significant. The only 
personality dimension that ordinary women got better marks than annoyed women was in the matter of neurosis and 
difference between them was significant. Generally speaking, variety of researches has confirmed that variant 
personality dimensions can influence matrimony satisfaction level. Some of the dominant researches are as 
following: 
Kordok research (1993), Bouchard & Lucier (1999), Amanollahi Fard (2005), Namchak & Elsen (1999), Hosseini 
nassab, Badri & Qaemiyan (2009). On the whole, most of these researches have proved that personality traits of 
neurosis, extravagancy, to be open to experiences, flexibility, and conscientiousness are the efficient factors for a 
matrimony settlement. What we may add to make this achievement clear is that a high level account of neurosis in 
women, who suffered from violence, declines the joy and satisfaction capability of life both in themselves and their 
husbands. Therefore, the potential of negative interactions and brawls between couples soars. Besides, the neurosis 
contains a variety of negative emotions such as fear, grief, anger, provocation etc. Since a disruptive type of emotion 
can unenthusiastically influence the individual and their environment, the annoyed women that own high marks in 
the matter of neurosis are vastly exposed to illogic believes and consequently become unable to control shocks and 
by coincidence reflect a weak conformity in some stressful circumstances. Finally, a high account of each of above 
mentioned factors remarkably lessen the satisfaction level of life both in wives and husbands. 
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